The Cost of Inaction on Health Care Reform

The rising cost of health care is a constant burden for residents throughout Upstate New York. It
is the primary reason why we simply cannot wait any longer for reform. A recent analysis from
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation further illustrates that if nothing is done our families will
pay the price:

- Families Pay the Price as Premiums Rise: the cost of both single and family policies
would more than double by 2020, increasing from $4,800 to $10,300 for single policies and from
$12,100 to $25,600 for family policies.

- Middle Class Families Would Lose Insurance: the share of the uninsured from middle-
and higher-income families would rise from 44% to 56% in 2020, with middle class families
being hit the hardest.

- Small Businesses Would Cut Coverage: the number of small businesses that offer
health care to workers would drop from 41% to 23% in 2020.

- Wages Would be Threatened: employer spending on premiums would increase by 98%
from 2010 to 2020, further limiting their ability to maintain or increase wages.

- The Number of Uninsured would Rise: without action, the number of uninsured
Americans would increase from 49.4 million in 2010 to 59.7 million in 2015 and 67.6 million in
2020.

| encourage you to take a look at the full study and to do whatever you can to make sure
health care reform passes. Also - take a look at this

press release

from earlier today which highlights the immediate benefits of health care reform.



http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/57449.pdf
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/ny22_hinchey/morenews/03102010hcbenefits.html

