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Congressman Nominated the Organization for the Award

Monticello, NY - Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) today presented the Sullivan Alliance
for Sustainable Development (SASD) with a 2009 Environmental Quality Award from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Hinchey submitted a nomination to the EPA for the
non-profit, volunteer organization in recognition of its leadership and activism in promoting
renewable energy and sustainable development throughout Sullivan County.

"Sullivan County has taken a strong leadership position in recognizing and embracing the
growing potential of green business and clean energy, and | think it's fair to say that the county's
aggressive pursuit of green business and renewable energy was supported and inspired in part
by the tireless efforts of the board of directors and members of the Sullivan Alliance for
Sustainable Development," Hinchey said. "It is going to take strong leadership on the ground
locally in order to move our country forward with a renewable energy-based economy. The
Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development is exhibiting that strong leadership role right here
in the Sullivan County, and | am extremely grateful for the efforts of this organization."

As part of the celebration of Earth Day and Earth Week, the EPA's Region 2 office recognizes a
small number of organizations and individuals for their efforts in protecting and enhancing
environmental quality and awards them the agency's Environmental Quality Award, the highest
award that EPA gives to the public. Hinchey nominated the SASD several months ago when
the EPA solicited nominations for this award from communities throughout Region 2, which
covers all of New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

SASD has been instrumental in working with elected leaders, businesses, farms and the public
to encourage and foster a greener and prosperous future for Sullivan County. The group's
leadership and vision in promoting "green-collar" jobs, solar and wind energy, increased energy
efficiency, and environmental stewardship has helped to build a broad consensus that Sullivan
County's future should be a sustainable one.

The congressman presented the Environmental Quality Award to SASD Executive Director Dick
Riseling at a ceremony in the Sullivan County Government Center.




