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JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Secretary Ray Mabus
Department of the Navy

1300 Navy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350-1300

Dear Secretary Mabus:

I write to you regarding an important opportunity for the Navy to advance its Anti-
Submarine Warfare (ASW) efforts through the Rapid Technology Transition (RTT)
program at the Office of Naval Research (ONR).

There is an urgent operational need to provide ASW operators with ilnproved display

technology to reduce workload and increase efficiency. Current tactical displays present

ASW information in a traditional two-dimensional format, which is unsuitable for the

display of large quantities of data necessary for ASW missions. Fleet operators, who are

accustomed to three-dimensional visual technologies and modern operating systems, are

forced to take a step backward when using current ASW displays. In addition, operators

are not currently provided with the acoustic environment of the area they are searching,
~which further reduces situational awareness.

As T understand it, the Air Anti-Submarine Warfare Systems (PMA-264) Program Office
has presented a solution called the Multistatic Active Coherent (MAC) Operational
Interface, which is now under consideration by the Rapid Technology Transition (RTT)
program. The MAC operator interface provides a three-dimensional ASW picture to
intuitively display tactical data collected from multiple sources and ensures the easy
interpretation of large amounts of information. Using this display, an operator can more
completely understand the underwater and surface environment and succeed in ASW
missions. I strongly recommend that the Navy consider this solution as it works to
advance ASW efforts.

As a Navy veteran and a member of the House Defense Appropriations subcommittee, 1
thank you for your time and consideration. Please do not hesitate to call upon me for
further information. 1 look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Sincerely,

[V Vg

aurice D. Hinchey
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